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STATE BUDGET. STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT.
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT AND STATUTE.

OFFICIAL TITLE AND SUMMARY

PREPARED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

31 STATE BUDGET. STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT. INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT AND STATUTE.

32

33

• Establishes two-year state budget cycle.
• Prohibits Legislature from creating expenditures of more than $25 million unless offsetting
revenues or spending cuts are identified.
• Permits Governor to cut budget unilaterally during declared fiscal emergencies if Legislature fails
to act.
• Requires performance reviews of all state programs.
• Requires performance goals in state and local budgets.
• Requires publication of bills at least three days prior to legislative vote.
• Allows local governments to alter how laws governing state-funded programs apply to them, unless
Legislature or state agency vetoes change within 60 days.

Summary of Legislative Analyst’s Estimate of Net State and Local Government Fiscal Impact:
• Decreased state sales tax revenues of about $200 million annually, with a corresponding increase
34
of funding to certain local governments.
• Other, potentially more significant changes in state and local spending and revenues, the
magnitude of which would depend on future decisions by public officials.
35 ANALYSIS BY THE LEGISLATIVE ANALYST

OVERVIEW
This measure changes certain responsibilities
of
local governments, the Legislature, and the
36
Governor. It also changes some aspects of state
and local government operations. Figure 1
summarizes the measure’s main provisions, each
of which are discussed in more detail below.
37

AUTHORIZES AND FUNDS LOCAL GOVERNMENT
PLANS

Proposal
Allows Local Governments to Develop New
Plans. Under this measure, counties and other
local governments (such as cities, school
districts, community college districts, and
39
special districts) could create plans for
coordinating how they provide services to the
public. The plans could address how local
governments deliver services in many areas,
38
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including economic development, education,
social services, public safety, and public health.
Each plan would have to be approved by the
governing boards of the (1) county, (2) school
districts serving a majority of the county’s
students, and (3) other local governments
representing a majority of the county’s
population. Local agencies would receive some
funding from the state to implement the plans
(as described below).
Allows Local Governments to Alter
Administration of State-Funded Programs.
If local governments find that a state law or
regulation restricts their ability to carry out
their plan, they could develop local procedures
that are “functionally equivalent” to the
objectives of the existing state law or
regulation. Local governments could follow
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these local procedures—instead of state laws or
regulations—in administering state programs
financed with state funds. The Legislature (in
the case of state laws) or the relevant state
department (in the case of state regulations)
would have an opportunity to reject these
alternate local procedures. The locally
developed procedures would expire after four
years unless renewed through the same process.
Allows Transfer of Local Property Taxes.
California taxpayers pay about $50 billion in
property taxes to local governments annually.
State law governs how property taxes are
divided among local government entities in
each county. This measure allows local
governments participating in plans to transfer
property taxes allocated to them among
themselves in any way that they choose. Each
local government affected would have to
approve the change with a two-thirds vote of
its governing board.

CONTINUED

Shifts Some State Sales Tax Revenues to
Local Governments. Currently, the average
sales tax rate in the state is just over 8 percent.
This raised $42.2 billion in 2009–10, with the
revenues allocated roughly equally to the state
and local governments. Beginning in the
2013–14 fiscal year, the measure would shift a
small part of the state’s portion to counties that
implement the new plans. This would not
change sales taxes paid by taxpayers. The shift
would increase revenues of the participating
local governments in counties with plans by a
total of about $200 million annually in the
near term. The state government would lose a
corresponding amount, which would no longer
be available to fund state programs. The sales
taxes would be allocated to participating
counties based on their population. The
measure requires a local plan to provide for the
distribution of these and any other funds
intended to support implementation of the
local plan.

Figure 1
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Major Provisions of Proposition 31

9 Authorizes and Funds Local Government Plans

• Transfers some state revenues to counties in which local governments implement plans to coordinate
their public services.
• Allows these local governments to develop their own procedures for administering state-funded programs.
• Allows these local governments to transfer local property taxes among themselves.

37

9 Restricts Legislature’s Ability to Pass Certain Bills

• Restricts the Legislature’s ability to pass certain bills that increase state costs or decrease revenues
unless new funding sources and/or spending reductions are identified.
– Exempts various types of bills from the above requirement.
• Requires almost all bills and amendments to be available to the public at least three days before
legislative approval.

38

9 Expands Governor’s Ability to Reduce State Spending

39

• Allows the Governor to reduce spending during state fiscal emergencies in certain situations.

9 Changes Public Budgeting and Oversight Procedures

• Changes the annual state budget process to a two-year state budget process.
• Requires the Legislature to set aside part of each two-year session for legislative oversight of public programs.
• Requires state and local governments to evaluate the effectiveness of programs and describe how their
budgets meet various objectives.

For te xt of Proposition 31, see page 84.
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Fiscal Effects
In addition to the shift of the $200 million
described earlier, there would be other fiscal
effects on state and local governments. For
example, allowing local governments to
develop their own procedures for
administering state-funded programs could
lead to potentially different program outcomes
and state or local costs than would have
occurred otherwise. Allowing local
governments to transfer property taxes could
affect how much money goes to a given local
government, but would not change the total
amount paid by property taxpayers. Local
governments also likely would spend small
additional amounts to create and administer
their new plans. The changes that would result
from this part of the measure depend on (1)
how many counties create plans, (2) how many
local governments alter the way they
administer state-funded programs, and (3) the
results of their activities. For those reasons, the
net fiscal effect of this measure for the state
and local governments cannot be predicted. In
some counties, these effects could be
significant.

RESTRICTS LEGISLATURE’S ABILITY TO PASS
CERTAIN BILLS

Current Law
Budget and Other Bills. Each year, the
38 Legislature and the Governor approve the state
budget bill and other bills. The budget bill
allows for spending from the General Fund
and many other state accounts. (The General
39 Fund is the state’s main operating account that
provides funding to education, health, social

40
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services, prisons, and other programs.) In
general, a majority vote of both houses of the
Legislature (the Senate and the Assembly) is
required for the approval of the budget bill and
most other bills. A two-thirds vote in both
houses, however, is required to increase state
taxes.
As part of their usual process for considering
new laws, the Legislature and Governor review
estimates of each proposed law’s effects on state
spending and revenues. While the State
Constitution does not mandate that the state
identify how each new law would be financed,
it requires that the state’s overall budget be
balanced. Specifically, every year when the state
adopts its budget, the state must show that
estimated General Fund revenues will meet or
exceed approved General Fund spending.
Proposal
Restricts Legislature’s Ability to Increase
State Costs. This measure requires the
Legislature to show how some bills that
increase state spending by more than $25
million in any fiscal year would be paid for
with spending reductions, revenue increases, or
a combination of both. The requirement
applies to bills that create new state
departments or programs, expand current
state departments or programs, or create
state-mandated local programs. Exemptions
from these requirements include bills that
allow one-time spending for a state department
or program, increase funding for a department
or program due to increases in workload or the
cost of living, provide funding required by
federal law, or increase the pay or other
compensation of state employees pursuant to a
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collective bargaining agreement. The measure
also exempts bills that restore funding to state
programs reduced to help balance the state
budget in any year after 2008–09.
Restricts Legislature’s Ability to Decrease
State Revenues. This measure also requires the
Legislature to show how bills that decrease
state taxes or other revenues by more than
$25 million in any fiscal year would be paid
for with spending reductions, revenue
increases, or a combination of both.
Changes When Legislature Can Pass Bills.
This measure makes other changes that could
affect when the Legislature could pass bills. For
example, the measure requires the Legislature
to make bills and amendments to those bills
available to the public for at least three days
before voting to pass them (except certain bills
responding to a natural disaster or terrorist
attack).
Fiscal Effects
This measure would make it more difficult
for the Legislature to pass some bills that
increase state spending or decrease revenues.
Restricting the Legislature’s ability in this way
could result in state funds spent on public
services being less—or taxes and fees being
more—than otherwise would be the case.
Because the fiscal effect of this part of the
measure depends on future decisions by the
Legislature, the effect cannot be predicted, but
it could be significant over time. Because the
state provides significant funding to local
governments, they also could be affected over
time.

30
CONTINUED

EXPANDS GOVERNOR’S ABILITY TO REDUCE
STATE SPENDING

31

Current Law
Under Proposition 58 (2004), after the
budget bill is approved, the Governor may
32
declare a state fiscal emergency if he or she
determines the state is facing large revenue
shortfalls or spending overruns. When a fiscal
emergency is declared, the Governor must call
the Legislature into special session and propose 33
actions to address the fiscal emergency. The
Legislature has 45 days to consider its
response. The Governor’s powers to cut state
spending, however, currently are very limited 34
even if the Legislature does not act during that
45-day period.
Proposal
Allows Governor to Reduce Spending in
Certain Situations. Under this measure, if the
Legislature does not pass legislation to address
a fiscal emergency within 45 days, the
Governor could reduce some General Fund
spending. The Governor could not reduce
spending that is required by the Constitution
or federal law—such as most school spending,
debt service, pension contributions, and some
spending for health and social services
programs. (These categories currently account
for a majority of General Fund spending.) The
total amount of the reductions could not
exceed the amount necessary to balance the
budget. The Legislature could override all or
part of the reductions by a two-thirds vote in
both of its houses.
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Fiscal Effects
Expanding the Governor’s ability to reduce
spending could result in overall state spending
being lower than it would have been otherwise.
The fiscal effect of this change cannot be
32
predicted, but could be significant in some
years. Local government budgets also could be
affected by lower state spending.
31
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CHANGES PUBLIC BUDGETING AND OVERSIGHT
PROCEDURES
Proposal
Changes Annual State Budget Process to a
Two-Year Process. This measure changes the
state budget process from a one-year (annual)
process to a two-year (biennial) process. Every
two years beginning in 2015, the Governor
would submit a budget proposal for the
following two fiscal years. For example, in
January 2015 the Governor would propose a
budget for the fiscal year beginning in July
2015 and the fiscal year beginning in July
2016. Every two years beginning in 2016, the
Governor could submit a proposed budget
update. The measure does not change the
Legislature’s current constitutional deadline of
June 15 for passing a budget bill.
Sets Aside Specific Time Period for
Legislative Oversight of Public Programs.
Currently, the Legislature oversees and reviews
the activities of state and local programs at
various times throughout its two-year session.
This measure requires the Legislature to reserve
a part of its two-year session—beginning in
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July of the second year of the session—for
oversight and review of public programs.
Specifically, the measure requires the
Legislature to create a process and use it to
review every state-funded program—whether
managed by the state or local governments—at
least once every five years. While conducting
this oversight, the Legislature could not pass
bills except for those that (1) take effect
immediately (which generally require a twothirds vote of both houses) or (2) override a
Governor’s veto (which also require a twothirds vote of both houses).
Imposes New State and Local Budgeting
Requirements. Currently, state and local
governments have broad flexibility in
determining how to evaluate operations of
their public programs. This measure imposes
some general requirements for state and local
governments to include new items in their
budgets. Specifically, governments would have
to evaluate the effectiveness of their programs
and describe how their budgets meet various
objectives. State and local governments would
have to report on their progress in meeting
those objectives.
Fiscal Effects
State and local governments would
experience increased costs to set up systems to
implement the new budgeting requirements
and to administer the new evaluation
requirements. These costs would vary based on
how state and local officials implemented the
requirements. Statewide, the costs would likely
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range from millions to tens of millions of
dollars annually, moderating over time. These
new budgeting and evaluation requirements
could affect decision making in a variety of
ways—such as, reprioritization of spending,
program efficiencies, and additional
investments in some program areas. The fiscal
impact on governments cannot be predicted.

SUMMARY OF MEASURE’S FISCAL EFFECTS
As summarized in Figure 2, the measure
would shift some state sales tax revenues to

counties that implement local plans. This shift 31
would result in a decrease in state revenues of
$200 million annually, with a corresponding
increase of funding to local governments in
those counties. The net effects of this measure’s
32
other state and local fiscal changes generally
would depend on future decisions by public
officials and, therefore, are difficult to predict.
Over the long term, these other changes in
state and local spending or revenues could be 33
more significant than the $200 million shift of
sales tax revenues discussed above.
34

Figure 2

Major Fiscal Effects of Proposition 31
State Government

Local Government

35

Authorizes and Funds Local
Government Plans
Funding for plans

$200 million annual reduction in
revenues.

$200 million annual increase in revenues to local
governments in counties that develop plans.

Effects of the new plans

Cannot be predicted, but potentially
significant.

Cannot be predicted, but potentially significant in
some counties.

Restricts Legislature’s Ability to
Pass Certain Bills

Potentially lower spending—or higher
revenues—based on future actions of
the Legislature.

Potential changes in state funding for local programs
based on future actions of the Legislature.

Expands Governor’s Ability to
Reduce State Spending

Potentially lower spending in some
years.

Potentially less state funding for local programs in
some years.

Implementation costs

Potentially millions to tens of millions of
dollars annually, moderating over time.

Potentially millions to tens of millions of dollars
annually, moderating over time.

Effects of new requirements

Cannot be predicted.

Cannot be predicted.
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Changes Public Budgeting and
Oversight Procedures
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In good times and bad, California has long had a state budget
deficit, with politicians spending more money than state
government brings in—much of it lost to waste, abuse and overborrowing. Budgets are often based on the influence of special
interests rather than the outcomes Californians want to achieve.
Proposition 31 forces state politicians to finally live within their
means, and it gives voters and taxpayers critical information to
hold politicians accountable.
The non-partisan state auditor reported in an audit of several
state agencies between 2003 and 2010 that the state could have
saved taxpayers approximately $1.2 billion had the auditor’s
own proposals to reform operations and improve efficiency
been enacted. The recent effort to create a unified Court Case
Management System cost taxpayers more than $500 million,
more than $200 million over budget, to connect just 7 of 58
counties before being abandoned.
Proposition 31 requires a real balanced budget. It stops
billions of dollars from being spent without public review or
citizen oversight. Unless we pass Proposition 31, hundreds of
millions of dollars every year will continue to be wasted that
could be better used for local schools, law enforcement and
other community priorities.
Proposition 31 does not raise taxes, increase costs to taxpayers
or set up any new government bureaucracy. Proposition 31
makes clear that its provisions should be implemented with
existing resources—and it will generate savings by returning tax
dollars to cities and counties.
Yes on 31 will:
• INCREASE PUBLIC INPUT AND TRANSPARENCY—
Stops the state from passing budgets without public review.
Currently, the state budget has no real transparency or
public reporting requirements. Proposition 31 requires state
government to make available the proposed state budget
for public review for a minimum of three days before
lawmakers vote on it.

• IMPOSE FISCAL OVERSIGHT AND CONSTRAINTS
ON NEW GOVERNMENT SPENDING—Proposition 31
prohibits the state from funding any new expenditure or
decreasing revenues of more than $25 million without first
identifying a funding source.
• INCREASE LOCAL CONTROL AND FLEXIBILITY—
The 2012 state budget took $1.4 billion away from local
government. Proposition 31 returns up to $200 million to
local government to be used for local priorities. It provides
cities, counties, and school districts more flexibility and
authority to design services that improve results and meet
local needs.
• REQUIRE PERFORMANCE AND RESULTS IN
BUDGETS—Requires state and local governments to focus
budgets on achievement of measurable results, and provides
accountability by requiring the state legislature and local
governments to issue regular public performance reports,
and evaluate the effectiveness of programs before additional
spending decisions are made.
• REQUIRE PERFORMANCE REVIEWS OF STATE
GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS—Requires all state
government programs to be publicly reviewed for
performance to identify ways to improve results—or shift
their funding to more efficient and effective programs.
• REQUIRE A TWO-YEAR STATE BUDGET—Prevents
politicians from passing short-term budget gimmicks.
Requires lawmakers to develop long-term fiscal solutions.
Vote YES on 31. Limit Government Spending—Increase
Public Confidence in State Budgeting.

HON. CRUZ REYNOSO
California Supreme Court Justice (Retired)
HON. DELAINE A. EASTIN
Former Superintendent of Public Instruction
PROF. JAMES FISHKIN, Ph.D.
Stanford University

REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF PROPOSITION 31
37

PROPOSITION 31 WON’T BALANCE THE
PROPOSITION 31 HAS SO MANY FLAWS THAT
BUDGET, INCREASE PUBLIC INPUT OR IMPROVE
SEVERAL MEMBERS OF THE SPONSORING
PERFORMANCE.
ORGANIZATION RESIGNED IN PROTEST OVER THE
If Proposition 31 actually did what its argument promises,
DECISION TO SUBMIT IT TO VOTERS.
WE would support it. But it doesn’t. Instead it adds
Bob Balgenorth, a former board member of California Forward
complicated new rules, restrictions and requirements, inserted
Action Fund, the organization behind Proposition 31 said it
38 into California’s Constitution. It makes government more
“contains serious flaws . . . and will further harm California.”
In his letter of resignation he said that he was “disappointed that
cumbersome, more expensive, slower, and less effective. The
provisions are so confusing and ambiguous that it will take years California Forward submitted signatures to the Secretary of State
without correcting the flaws in the initiative.”
of lawsuits for the courts to sort out what it means.
WE CAN’T AFFORD ANOTHER FLAWED INITIATIVE.
PROPOSITION 31 WILL INCREASE COSTS, INCREASE
VOTE NO ON PROPOSITION 31.
BUREAUCRATIC CONTROL, AND UNDERMINE
39 PUBLIC PROTECTIONS.
ANTHONY WRIGHT, Executive Director
It allows local politicians to override or alter laws they don’t
Health Access California
like, undermining protections for air quality, public health,
worker safety WITHOUT A VOTE OF THE PEOPLE.
LACY BARNES, Senior Vice President
California Federation of Teachers
PROPOSITION 31 WILL MAKE IT ALMOST
IMPOSSIBLE TO CUT TAXES OR INCREASE FUNDING
LENNY GOLDBERG, Executive Director
40 FOR EDUCATION.
California Tax Reform Association
It prohibits tax cuts unless other taxes are raised or programs
cut, and prevents increases in funding for schools unless taxes are
raised or other programs cut.
26 | Arguments
Arguments printed on this page are the opinions of the authors and have not been checked for accuracy by any official agency.
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PROPOSITION 31 IS SO POORLY WRITTEN AND
CONTRADICTORY THAT IT WILL LEAD TO LAWSUITS
AND CONFUSION, NOT REFORM.
We all want reform, but instead Proposition 31 adds
bureaucracy and creates new problems. It adds layer upon layer
of restrictions and poorly defined requirements, leaving key
decisions up to unelected bureaucrats, decisions such as whether
tax cuts are allowed or programs can be changed—decisions that
will be challenged in court year after year. We need real reform
not more lawsuits.
PROPOSITION 31 WILL SHIFT $200 MILLION FROM
EDUCATION AND OTHER VITAL FUNCTIONS TO
FUND EXPERIMENTAL COUNTY PROGRAMS.
The state can barely pay its bills now. And the majority of
the state’s budget goes to education. Yet this measure transfers
$200 million per year from state revenues into a special account
to pay for experimental county programs. This is not the time
to gamble with money that should be spent on our highest
priorities.
PROPOSITION 31 WILL PREVENT THE STATE FROM
INCREASING FUNDING FOR EDUCATION UNLESS IT
RAISES TAXES OR CUTS OTHER PROGRAMS—EVEN
IF THE MONEY IS AVAILABLE.
As strange as it seems, Proposition 31 actually prevents the
state from adopting improvements to programs like education
or increasing funding to schools even if it has the money to do
so, UNLESS IT RAISES TAXES or cuts other programs. This
provision could tie up additional funding for schools for years.
PROPOSITION 31 PREVENTS THE STATE FROM
CUTTING TAXES UNLESS IT RAISES OTHER TAXES OR
CUTS PROGRAMS—EVEN IF THE STATE IS RUNNING
A BUDGET SURPLUS.
The contradictory nature of these tax provisions would
prohibit the state from cutting one tax unless it raises another,
even when there is a budget surplus—either this was intended to

prevent the state from cutting your taxes or is another case—a
serious case—of careless drafting. And, Proposition 31 locks this
into the State Constitution.
PROPOSITION 31 THREATENS OUR PUBLIC HEALTH,
WATER QUALITY AND PUBLIC SAFETY BY ALLOWING
COUNTIES TO OVERRIDE OR ALTER CRITICAL
STATE LAWS.
California has adopted statewide standards to protect public
health, prevent contamination of air and water and provide for
the safety of its citizens. Proposition 31 contains a provision
that allows local politicians to alter or override these laws
WITHOUT A VOTE OF THE PEOPLE, and without an
effective way to prevent abuse.
PROPOSITION 31 WILL COST TENS OF MILLIONS
OF DOLLARS PER YEAR FOR ADDITIONAL
GOVERNMENT PROCESS AND BUREAUCRACY—TO
DO WHAT GOVERNMENT IS ALREADY SUPPOSED
TO DO.
Performance-based budgeting is more of a slogan than
anything else. It’s been tried many times before. The one thing
we know it will do is raise costs. The official fiscal analysis by
the non-partisan Legislative Analyst’s Office says it will raise the
costs of government by tens of millions of dollars per year for
new budgeting practices, with no guarantee any improvement
will result. Certain costs, uncertain results.
We all want reform, but Proposition 31 will make things
worse, not better.
JOIN US IN VOTING NO ON PROPOSITION 31.

SARAH ROSE, Chief Executive Officer
California League of Conservation Voters
JOSHUA PECHTHALT, President
California Federation of Teachers
RON COTTINGHAM, President
Peace Officers Research Association of California
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REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT AGAINST PROPOSITION 31
“Proposition 31 creates greater transparency, public review,
and oversight over state and local government. This government
accountability measure will protect environmental safeguards
and worker protections while making sure taxpayers aren’t taken
advantage of by special interests and lobbying groups.”
—Hon. Cruz Reynoso, California Supreme Court Justice (Retired)
“It’s time to shine a light on California’s budget process—no
more multi-billion dollar deficit surprises. We need reforms that
will work, not business as usual.”
—Professor James Fishkin, Stanford University
“Proposition 31 will lessen the state temptation to borrow
and spend. Prop. 31 provides incentives to local governments
and community schools to focus on improving education and
increasing public safety. YES on Proposition 31 is a yes for
California schools and students.”
—Hon. Delaine Eastin, Former State Superintendent of Public
Instruction

37

YES on Proposition 31 will:
• Not raise taxes or require increased government spending.
• Prevent state government from spending money we don’t
have.
• Add transparency to a budget process currently prepared
behind closed doors.
38
• Shift more control and flexibility from Sacramento to cities
and counties.
• Require state and local governments to publicly report
results before spending more money.
Please review the measure for yourself at www.sos.ca.gov and
help prevent further waste in government spending.
39
Proposition 31 meets the highest standards of constitutional
change requirements. The measure is well written, legally sound,
and will clearly improve the budget process and governance of
California.

BILL HAUCK, Former Chairman
California Constitution Revision Commission

Arguments printed on this page are the opinions of the authors and have not been checked for accuracy by any official agency.
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paragraph shall be deemed to be established and imposed
under Section 17041 of the Revenue and Taxation Code.
(D) This paragraph shall become inoperative on
December 1, 2019.
(3) For any taxable year beginning on or after January 1,
2012, and before January 1, 2019, with respect to the tax
imposed pursuant to Section 17041 of the Revenue and Taxation
Code, the income tax bracket and the rate of 9.3 percent set
forth in paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 17041 of the
Revenue and Taxation Code shall be modified by each of the
following:
(A) (i) For that portion of taxable income that is over three
hundred forty thousand dollars ($340,000) but not over four
hundred eight thousand dollars ($408,000), the tax rate is 10.3
percent of the excess over three hundred forty thousand dollars
($340,000).
(ii) For that portion of taxable income that is over four
hundred eight thousand dollars ($408,000) but not over six
hundred eighty thousand dollars ($680,000), the tax rate is 11.3
percent of the excess over four hundred eight thousand dollars
($408,000).
(iii) For that portion of taxable income that is over six
hundred eighty thousand dollars ($680,000), the tax rate is
12.3 percent of the excess over six hundred eighty thousand
dollars ($680,000).
(B) The income tax brackets specified in clauses (i), (ii), and
(iii) of subparagraph (A) shall be recomputed, as otherwise
provided in subdivision (h) of Section 17041 of the Revenue and
Taxation Code, only for taxable years beginning on and after
January 1, 2013.
(C) (i) For purposes of subdivision (g) of Section 19136 of
the Revenue and Taxation Code, this paragraph shall be
considered to be chaptered on the date it becomes effective.
(ii) For purposes of Part 10 (commencing with Section
17001) of, and Part 10.2 (commencing with Section 18401) of,
Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, the modified tax
brackets and tax rates established and imposed by this
paragraph shall be deemed to be established and imposed
under Section 17041 of the Revenue and Taxation Code.
(D) This paragraph shall become inoperative on
December 1, 2019.
(g) (1) The Controller, pursuant to his or her statutory
authority, may perform audits of expenditures from the Local
Revenue Fund 2011 and any County Local Revenue Fund 2011,
and shall audit the Education Protection Account to ensure that
those funds are used and accounted for in a manner consistent
with this section.
(2) The Attorney General or local district attorney shall
expeditiously investigate, and may seek civil or criminal
penalties for, any misuse of moneys from the County Local
Revenue Fund 2011 or the Education Protection Account.
SEC. 5.

Effective Date.

Subdivision (b) of Section 36 of Article XIII of the California
Constitution, as added by this measure, shall be operative as of
July 1, 2011. Paragraphs (2) and (3) of subdivision (f) of Section
36 of Article XIII of the California Constitution, as added by
this measure, shall be operative as of January 1, 2012. All other
provisions of this measure shall become operative the day after
84
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PROPOSITION 30 CONTINUED
the election in which it is approved by a majority of the voters
voting on the measure provided.
SEC. 6. Conflicting Measures.
In the event that this measure and another measure that
imposes an incremental increase in the tax rates for personal
income shall appear on the same statewide ballot, the provisions
of the other measure or measures shall be deemed to be in
conflict with this measure. In the event that this measure
receives a greater number of affirmative votes than a measure
deemed to be in conflict with it, the provisions of this measure
shall prevail in their entirety, and the other measure or measures
shall be null and void.
SEC. 7. This measure provides funding for school districts
and community college districts in an amount that equals or
exceeds that which would have been provided if the revenues
deposited pursuant to Sections 6051.15 and 6201.15 of the
Revenue and Taxation Code pursuant to Chapter 43 of the
Statutes of 2011 had been considered “General Fund revenues”
or “General Fund proceeds of taxes” for purposes of Section 8
of Article XVI of the California Constitution.
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This initiative measure is submitted to the people of California
in accordance with the provisions of Section 8 of Article II of
the California Constitution.
This initiative measure amends and adds sections to the
California Constitution and adds sections to the Education
Code and the Government Code; therefore, existing provisions
proposed to be deleted are printed in strikeout type and new
provisions proposed to be added are printed in italic type to
indicate that they are new.
PROPOSED LAW
The Government Performance and Accountability Act
SECTION 1.

Findings and Declarations

The people of the State of California hereby find and declare
that government must be:
1. Trustworthy. California government has lost the
confidence of its citizens and is not meeting the needs of
Californians. Taxpayers are entitled to a higher return on their
investment and the public deserves better results from
government services.
2. Accountable for Results. To restore trust, government at
all levels must be accountable for results. The people are entitled
to know how tax dollars are being spent and how well
government is performing. State and local government
agencies must set measurable outcomes for all expenditures and
regularly and publicly report progress toward those outcomes.
3. Cost-Effective. California must invest its scarce public
resources wisely to be competitive in the global economy. Vital
public services must therefore be delivered with increasing
effectiveness and efficiency.
4. Transparent. It is essential that the public’s business be
public. Honesty and openness promote and preserve the
integrity of democracy and the relationship between the people
and their government.
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5. Focused on Results. To improve results, public agencies
need a clear and shared understanding of public purpose. With
this measure, the people declare that the purpose of state and
local governments is to promote a prosperous economy, a
quality environment, and community equity. These purposes
are advanced by achieving at least the following goals:
increasing employment, improving education, decreasing
poverty, decreasing crime, and improving health.
6. Cooperative. To make every dollar count, public agencies
must work together to reduce bureaucracy, eliminate
duplication, and resolve conflicts. They must integrate
services and adopt strategies that have been proven to work
and can make a difference in the lives of Californians.
7. Closer to the People. Many governmental services are best
provided at the local level, where public officials know their
communities and residents have access to elected officials.
Local governments need the flexibility to tailor programs to the
needs of their communities.
8. Supportive of Regional Job Generation. California is
composed of regional economies. Many components of
economic vitality are best addressed at the regional scale. The
State is obliged to enable and encourage local governments to
collaborate regionally to enhance the ability to attract capital
investment into regional economies to generate well-paying
jobs.
9. Willing to Listen. Public participation is essential to
ensure a vibrant and responsive democracy and a responsive
and accountable government. When government listens, more
people are willing to take an active role in their communities
and their government.
10. Thrifty and Prudent. State and local governments today
spend hundreds of millions of dollars on budget processes that
do not tell the public what is being accomplished. Those same
funds can be better used to develop budgets that link dollars to
goals and communicate progress toward those goals, which is a
primary purpose of public budgets.
SEC. 2.

Purpose and Intent

In enacting this measure, the people of the State of California
intend to:
1. Improve results and accountability to taxpayers and the
public by improving the budget process for the state and local
governments with existing resources.
2. Make state government more efficient, effective, and
transparent through a state budget process that does the
following:
a. Focuses budget decisions on what programs are trying to
accomplish and whether progress is being made.
b. Requires the development of a two-year budget and a
review of every program at least once every five years to make
sure money is well spent over time.
c. Requires major new programs and tax cuts to have clearly
identified funding sources before they are enacted.
d. Requires legislation—including the Budget Act—to be
public for three days before lawmakers can vote on it.
3. Move government closer to the people by enabling and
encouraging local governments to work together to save money,
improve results, and restore accountability to the public through
the following:
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a. Focusing local government budget decisions on what
programs are trying to accomplish and whether progress is
being made.
b. Granting counties, cities, and schools the authority to
develop, through a public process, a Community Strategic
Action Plan for advancing community priorities that they
cannot achieve by themselves.
c. Granting local governments that approve an Action Plan
flexibility in how they spend state dollars to improve the
outcomes of public programs.
d. Granting local governments that approve an Action Plan
the ability to identify state statutes or regulations that impede
progress and a process for crafting a local rule for achieving a
state requirement.
e. Encouraging local governments to collaborate to achieve
goals more effectively addressed at a regional scale.
f. Providing some state funds as an incentive to local
governments to develop Action Plans.
g. Requiring local governments to report their progress
annually and evaluate their efforts every four years as a
condition of continued flexibility—thus restoring accountability
of local elected officials to local voters and taxpayers.
4. Involve the people in identifying priorities, setting goals,
establishing measurements of results, allocating resources in a
budget, and monitoring progress.
5. Implement the budget reforms herein using existing
resources currently dedicated to the budget processes of the
state and its political subdivisions without significant additional
funds. Further, establish the Performance and Accountability
Trust Fund from existing tax bases and revenues. No provision
herein shall require an increase in any taxes or modification of
any tax rate or base.
SEC. 3. Section 8 of Article IV of the California
Constitution is amended to read:
Sec. 8. (a) At regular sessions no bill other than the budget
bill may be heard or acted on by committee or either house until
the 31st day after the bill is introduced unless the house
dispenses with this requirement by rollcall vote entered in the
journal, three fourths of the membership concurring.
(b) The Legislature may make no law except by statute and
may enact no statute except by bill. No bill may be passed
unless it is read by title on 3 days in each house except that the
house may dispense with this requirement by rollcall vote
entered in the journal, two thirds of the membership concurring.
No bill other than a bill containing an urgency clause that is
passed in a special session called by the Governor to address a
state of emergency declared by the Governor arising out of a
natural disaster or a terrorist attack may be passed until the
bill with amendments has been printed in print and distributed
to the members and available to the public for at least 3 days.
No bill may be passed unless, by rollcall vote entered in the
journal, a majority of the membership of each house concurs.
(c) (1) Except as provided in paragraphs (2) and (3) of this
subdivision, a statute enacted at a regular session shall go into
effect on January 1 next following a 90-day period from the
date of enactment of the statute and a statute enacted at a special
session shall go into effect on the 91st day after adjournment of
the special session at which the bill was passed.
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(2) A statute, other than a statute establishing or changing
boundaries of any legislative, congressional, or other election
district, enacted by a bill passed by the Legislature on or before
the date the Legislature adjourns for a joint recess to reconvene
in the second calendar year of the biennium of the legislative
session, and in the possession of the Governor after that date,
shall go into effect on January 1 next following the enactment
date of the statute unless, before January 1, a copy of a
referendum petition affecting the statute is submitted to the
Attorney General pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 10 of
Article II, in which event the statute shall go into effect on the
91st day after the enactment date unless the petition has been
presented to the Secretary of State pursuant to subdivision (b)
of Section 9 of Article II.
(3) Statutes calling elections, statutes providing for tax levies
or appropriations for the usual current expenses of the State,
and urgency statutes shall go into effect immediately upon their
enactment.
(d) Urgency statutes are those necessary for immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety. A statement
of facts constituting the necessity shall be set forth in one
section of the bill. In each house the section and the bill shall be
passed separately, each by rollcall vote entered in the journal,
two thirds of the membership concurring. An urgency statute
may not create or abolish any office or change the salary, term,
or duties of any office, or grant any franchise or special
privilege, or create any vested right or interest.
SEC. 4. Section 9.5 is added to Article IV of the California
Constitution, to read:
Sec. 9.5. A bill passed by the Legislature that (1) establishes
a new state program, including a state-mandated local program
described in Section 6 of Article XIII B, or a new agency, or
expands the scope of such an existing state program or agency,
the effect of which would, if funded, be a net increase in state
costs in excess of twenty-five million dollars ($25,000,000) in
that fiscal year or in any succeeding fiscal year, or (2) reduces
a state tax or other source of state revenue, the effect of which
will be a net decrease in State revenue in excess of twenty-five
million dollars ($25,000,000) in that fiscal year or in any
succeeding fiscal year, is void unless offsetting state program
reductions or additional revenue, or a combination thereof, are
provided in the bill or another bill in an amount that equals
or exceeds the net increase in state costs or net decrease in
state revenue. The twenty-five-million-dollar ($25,000,000)
threshold specified in this section shall be adjusted annually for
inflation pursuant to the California Consumer Price Index.
SEC. 5. Section 10 of Article IV of the California
Constitution is amended to read:
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Sec. 10. (a) Each bill passed by the Legislature shall be
presented to the Governor. It becomes a statute if it is signed by
the Governor. The Governor may veto it by returning it with
any objections to the house of origin, which shall enter the
objections in the journal and proceed to reconsider it. If each
house then passes the bill by rollcall vote entered in the journal,
two-thirds of the membership concurring, it becomes a statute.
(b) (1) Any bill, other than a bill which would establish or
change boundaries of any legislative, congressional, or other
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election district, passed by the Legislature on or before the date
the Legislature adjourns for a joint recess to reconvene in the
second calendar year of the biennium of the legislative session,
and in the possession of the Governor after that date, that is not
returned within 30 days after that date becomes a statute.
(2) Any bill passed by the Legislature before June 30 of the
second calendar year of the biennium of the legislative session
and in the possession of the Governor on or after June 30 that
is not returned on or before July 31 of that year becomes a
statute. In addition, any bill passed by the Legislature before
September 1 of the second calendar year of the biennium of the
legislative session and in the possession of the Governor
on or after September 1 that is not returned on or before
September 30 of that year becomes a statute.
(3) Any other bill presented to the Governor that is not
returned within 12 days becomes a statute.
(4) If the Legislature by adjournment of a special session
prevents the return of a bill with the veto message, the bill
becomes a statute unless the Governor vetoes the bill within 12
days after it is presented by depositing it and the veto message
in the office of the Secretary of State.
(5) If the 12th day of the period within which the Governor is
required to perform an act pursuant to paragraph (3) or (4) of
this subdivision is a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, the period is
extended to the next day that is not a Saturday, Sunday, or
holiday.
(c) (1) Any bill introduced during the first year of the
biennium of the legislative session that has not been passed by
the house of origin by January 31 of the second calendar year of
the biennium may no longer be acted on by the house. No bill
may be passed by either house on or after September 1 of an
even-numbered year June 30 of the second year of the biennium
except statutes calling elections, statutes providing for tax
levies or appropriations for the usual current expenses of the
State, and urgency statutes bills that take effect immediately,
and bills passed after being vetoed by the Governor.
(2) No bill may be introduced or considered in the second
year of the biennium that is substantially the same and has the
same effect as any introduced or amended version of a measure
that did not pass the house of origin by January 31 of the second
calendar year of the biennium as required in paragraph (1).
(d) (1) The Legislature may not present any bill to the
Governor after November 15 of the second calendar year of the
biennium of the legislative session. On the first Monday
following July 4 of the second year of the biennium, the
Legislature shall convene, as part of its regular session, to
conduct program oversight and review. The Legislature shall
establish an oversight process for evaluating and improving the
performance of programs undertaken by the State or by local
agencies implementing state-funded programs on behalf of the
State based on performance standards set forth in statute and in
the biennial Budget Act. Within one year of the effective date of
this provision, a review schedule shall be established for all
state programs whether managed by a state or local agency
implementing state-funded programs on behalf of the State. The
schedule shall sequence the review of similar programs so that
relationships among program objectives can be identified and
reviewed. The review process shall result in recommendations
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in the form of proposed legislation that improves or terminates
programs. Each program shall be reviewed at least once every
five years.
(2) The process established for program oversight under
paragraph (1) shall also include a review of Community
Strategic Action Plans adopted pursuant to Article XI A for the
purpose of determining whether any state statutes or regulations
that have been identified by the participating local government
agencies as state obstacles to improving results should be
amended or repealed as requested by the participating local
government agencies based on a review of at least three years
of experience with the Community Strategic Action Plans. The
review shall assess whether the Action Plans have improved the
delivery and effectiveness of services in all parts of the
community identified in the plan.
(e) The Governor may reduce or eliminate one or more items
of appropriation while approving other portions of a bill. The
Governor shall append to the bill a statement of the items
reduced or eliminated with the reasons for the action. The
Governor shall transmit to the house originating the bill a copy
of the statement and reasons. Items reduced or eliminated shall
be separately reconsidered and may be passed over the
Governor’s veto in the same manner as bills.
(f) (1) If, following the enactment of the budget bill for the
2004–05 fiscal year or any subsequent fiscal year, the Governor
determines that, for that fiscal year, General Fund revenues will
decline substantially below the estimate of General Fund
revenues upon which the budget bill for that fiscal year, as
enacted, was based, or General Fund expenditures will increase
substantially above that estimate of General Fund revenues, or
both, the Governor may issue a proclamation declaring a fiscal
emergency and shall thereupon cause the Legislature to
assemble in special session for this purpose. The proclamation
shall identify the nature of the fiscal emergency and shall be
submitted by the Governor to the Legislature, accompanied by
proposed legislation to address the fiscal emergency. In
response to the Governor’s proclamation, the Legislature may
present to the Governor a bill or bills to address the fiscal
emergency.
(2) If the Legislature fails to pass and send to the Governor a
bill or bills to address the fiscal emergency by the 45th day
following the issuance of the proclamation, the Legislature may
not act on any other bill, nor may the Legislature adjourn for a
joint recess, until that bill or those bills have been passed and
sent to the Governor.
(3) A bill addressing the fiscal emergency declared pursuant
to this section shall contain a statement to that effect. For
purposes of paragraphs (2) and (4), the inclusion of this
statement shall be deemed to mean conclusively that the bill
addresses the fiscal emergency. A bill addressing the fiscal
emergency declared pursuant to this section that contains a
statement to that effect, and is passed and sent to the Governor
by the 45th day following the issuance of the proclamation
declaring the fiscal emergency, shall take effect immediately
upon enactment.
(4) (A) If the Legislature has not passed and sent to the
Governor a bill or bills to address a fiscal emergency by the
45th day following the issuance of the proclamation declaring
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the fiscal emergency, the Governor may, by executive order,
reduce or eliminate any existing General Fund appropriation
for that fiscal year to the extent the appropriation is not
otherwise required by this Constitution or by federal law. The
total amount of appropriations reduced or eliminated by the
Governor shall be limited to the amount necessary to cause
General Fund expenditures for the fiscal year in question not to
exceed the most recent estimate of General Fund revenues
made pursuant to paragraph (1).
(B) If the Legislature is in session, it may, within 20 days
after the Governor issues an executive order pursuant to
subparagraph (A), override all or part of the executive order by
a rollcall vote entered in the journal, two-thirds of the
membership of each house concurring. If the Legislature is not
in session when the Governor issues the executive order, the
Legislature shall have 30 days to reconvene and override all or
part of the executive order by resolution by the vote indicated
above. An executive order or a part thereof that is not overridden
by the Legislature shall take effect the day after the period to
override the executive order has expired. Subsequent to the
45th day following the issuance of the proclamation declaring
the fiscal emergency, the prohibition set forth in paragraph (2)
shall cease to apply when (i) one or more executive orders
issued pursuant to this paragraph have taken effect, or (ii) the
Legislature has passed and sent to the Governor a bill or bills
to address the fiscal emergency.
(C) A bill to restore balance to the budget pursuant to
subparagraph (B) may be passed in each house by rollcall vote
entered in the journal, a majority of the membership concurring,
to take effect immediately upon being signed by the Governor
or upon a date specified in the legislation, provided, however,
that any bill that imposes a new tax or increases an existing tax
must be passed by a two-thirds vote of the Members of each
house of the Legislature.
SEC. 6. Section 12 of Article IV of the California
Constitution is amended to read:
Sec. 12. (a) (1) Within the first 10 days of each oddnumbered calendar year, the Governor shall submit to the
Legislature, with an explanatory message, a budget for the
ensuing two fiscal year years, containing itemized statements
for recommended state expenditures and estimated total state
revenues resources available to meet those expenditures. The
itemized statement of estimated total state resources available
to meet recommended expenditures submitted pursuant to this
subdivision shall identify the amount, if any, of those resources
that are anticipated to be one-time resources. The two-year
budget, which shall include a budget for the budget year and a
budget for the succeeding fiscal year, shall be known collectively
as the biennial budget. Within the first 10 days of each evennumbered year, the Governor may submit a supplemental
budget to amend or augment the enacted biennial budget.
(b) The biennial budget shall contain all of the following
elements to improve performance and accountability:
(1) An estimate of the total resources available for the
expenditures recommended for the budget year and the
succeeding fiscal year.
(2) A projection of anticipated expenditures and anticipated
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revenues for the three fiscal years following the fiscal year
succeeding the budget year.
(3) A statement of how the budget will promote the purposes
of achieving a prosperous economy, quality environment, and
community equity, by working to achieve at least the following
goals: increasing employment; improving education;
decreasing poverty; decreasing crime; and improving health.
(4) A description of the outcome measures that will be used
to assess progress and report results to the public and of the
performance standards for state agencies and programs.
(5) A statement of the outcome measures for each major
expenditure of state government for which public resources are
proposed to be appropriated in the budget and their relationship
to the overall purposes and goals set forth in paragraph (3).
(6) A statement of how the State will align its expenditure
and investment of public resources with that of other government
entities that implement state functions and programs on behalf
of the State to achieve the purposes and goals set forth in
paragraph (3).
(7) A public report on progress in achieving the purposes
and goals set forth in paragraph (3) and an evaluation of the
effectiveness in achieving the purposes and goals according to
the outcome measures set forth in the preceding year’s budget.
(c) If, for the budget year and the succeeding fiscal year,
collectively, recommended expenditures exceed estimated
revenues, the Governor shall recommend reductions in
expenditures or the sources from which the additional revenues
should be provided, or both. To the extent practical, the
recommendations shall include an analysis of the long-term
impact that expenditure reductions or additional revenues
would have on the state economy. Along with the biennial
budget, the Governor shall submit to the Legislature any
legislation required to implement appropriations contained in
the biennial budget, together with a five-year capital
infrastructure and strategic growth plan, as specified by
statute.
(d) If the Governor’s budget proposes to (1) establish a new
state program, including a state-mandated local program
described in Section 6 of Article XIII B, or a new agency, or
expand the scope of an existing state program or agency, the
effect of which would, if funded, be a net increase in state costs
in excess of twenty-five million dollars ($25,000,000) in that
fiscal year or in any succeeding fiscal year, or (2) reduce a
state tax or other source of state revenue, the effect of which
will be a net decrease in state revenue in excess of twenty-five
million dollars ($25,000,000) in that fiscal year or any
succeeding fiscal year, the budget shall propose offsetting state
program reductions or additional revenue, or a combination
thereof, in an amount that equals or exceeds the net increase in
state costs or net decrease in state revenue. The twenty-fivemillion-dollar ($25,000,000) threshold specified in this
subdivision shall annually be adjusted for inflation pursuant to
the California Consumer Price Index.
(b) (e) The Governor and the Governor-elect may require a
state agency, officer or employee to furnish whatever
information is deemed necessary to prepare the biennial budget
and any supplemental budget.
(c) (f) (1) The biennial budget and any supplemental budget
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shall be accompanied by a budget bill itemizing recommended
expenditures for the budget year and the succeeding fiscal year.
A supplemental budget bill shall be accompanied by a bill
proposing the supplemental budget.
(2) The budget bill and other bills providing for
appropriations related to the budget bill or a supplemental
budget bill, as submitted by the Governor, shall be introduced
immediately in each house by the persons chairing the
committees that consider the budget.
(3) On or before May 1 of each year, after the appropriate
committees of each house of the Legislature have considered
the budget bill, each house shall refer the budget bill to a joint
committee of the Legislature, which may include a conference
committee, which shall review the budget bill and other bills
providing for appropriations related to the budget bill and
report its recommendations to each house no later than June 1
of each year. This shall not preclude the referral of any of these
bills to policy committees in addition to a joint committee.
(3) (4) The Legislature shall pass the budget bill and other
bills providing for appropriations related to the budget bill by
midnight on June 15 of each year. Appropriations made in the
budget bill, or in other bills providing for appropriations
related to the budget bill, for the succeeding fiscal year shall
not be expended in the budget year.
(4) (5) Until the budget bill has been enacted, the Legislature
shall not send to the Governor for consideration any bill
appropriating funds for expenditure during the fiscal budget
year or the succeeding fiscal year for which the budget bill is to
be enacted, except emergency bills recommended by the
Governor or appropriations for the salaries and expenses of the
Legislature.
(d) (g) No bill except the budget bill or the supplemental
budget bill may contain more than one item of appropriation,
and that for one certain, expressed purpose. Appropriations
from the General Fund of the State, except appropriations for
the public schools and appropriations in the budget bill, the
supplemental budget bill, and in other bills providing for
appropriations related to the budget bill, are void unless passed
in each house by rollcall vote entered in the journal, two-thirds
of the membership concurring.
(e) (h) (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law or of
this Constitution, the budget bill, the supplemental budget bill,
and other bills providing for appropriations related to the budget
bill may be passed in each house by rollcall vote entered in the
journal, a majority of the membership concurring, to take effect
immediately upon being signed by the Governor or upon a date
specified in the legislation. Nothing in this subdivision shall
affect the vote requirement for appropriations for the public
schools contained in subdivision (d) (g) of this section and in
subdivision (b) of Section 8 of this article.
(2) For purposes of this section, “other bills providing for
appropriations related to the budget bill or a supplemental
budget bill” shall consist only of bills identified as related to the
budget in the budget bill or in the supplemental budget bill
passed by the Legislature.
(3) For purposes of this section, “budget bill” shall mean
the bill or bills containing the budget for the budget year and
the succeeding fiscal year.
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(f) (i) The Legislature may control the submission, approval,
and enforcement of budgets and the filing of claims for all state
agencies.
(g) (j) For the 2004–05 fiscal year, or any subsequent fiscal
year, the Legislature may shall not send to the Governor for
consideration, nor may shall the Governor sign into law, a
budget bill for the budget year or for the succeeding fiscal year
that would appropriate from the General Fund, for that each
fiscal year of the biennial budget, a total amount that, when
combined with all appropriations from the General Fund for
that fiscal year made as of the date of the budget bill’s passage,
and the amount of any General Fund moneys transferred to the
Budget Stabilization Account for that fiscal year pursuant to
Section 20 of Article XVI, exceeds General Fund revenues,
transfers, and balances available from the prior fiscal year for
that fiscal year estimated as of the date of the budget bill’s
passage. That The estimate of General Fund revenues, transfers,
and balances shall be set forth in the budget bill passed by the
Legislature. The budget bill passed by the Legislature shall also
contain a statement of the total General Fund obligations
described in this subdivision for each fiscal year of the biennial
budget, together with an explanation of the basis for the estimate
of General Fund revenues, including an explanation of the
amount by which the Legislature projects General Fund
revenues for that fiscal year to differ from General Fund
revenues for the immediately preceding fiscal year.
(h) (k) Notwithstanding any other provision of law or of this
Constitution, including subdivision (c) (f) of this section,
Section 4 of this article, and Sections 4 and 8 of Article III, in
any year in which the budget bill is not passed by the Legislature
by midnight on June 15, there shall be no appropriation from the
current budget or future budget to pay any salary or
reimbursement for travel or living expenses for Members of the
Legislature during any regular or special session for the period
from midnight on June 15 until the day that the budget bill is
presented to the Governor. No salary or reimbursement for
travel or living expenses forfeited pursuant to this subdivision
shall be paid retroactively.
SEC. 7. Article XI A is added to the California
Constitution, to read:
ARTICLE XI A
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC ACTION PLANS
SECTION 1. (a) Californians expect and require that
local government entities publicly explain the purpose of
expenditures and whether progress is being made toward their
goals. Therefore, in addition to the requirements of any other
provision of this Constitution, the adopted budget of each local
government entity shall contain all of the following as they
apply to the entity’s powers and duties:
(1) A statement of how the budget will promote, as applicable
to a local government entity’s functions, role, and locally
determined priorities, a prosperous economy, quality
environment, and community equity, as reflected in the
following goals: increasing employment, improving education,
decreasing poverty, decreasing crime, improving health, and
other community priorities.
(2) A description of the overall outcome measurements that
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will be used to assess progress in all parts of the community
toward the goals established by the local government entity
pursuant to paragraph (1).
(3) A statement of the outcome measurement for each major
expenditure of government for which public resources are
appropriated in the budget and the relationship to the overall
goals established by the local government entity pursuant to
paragraph (1).
(4) A statement of how the local government entity will align
its expenditure and investment of public resources to achieve
the goals established by the local government entity pursuant to
paragraph (1).
(5) A public report on progress in achieving the goals
established by the local government entity pursuant to
paragraph (1) and an evaluation of the effectiveness in
achieving the outcomes according to the measurements set
forth in the previous year’s budget.
(b) Each local government entity shall develop and implement
an open and transparent process that encourages the participation
of all aspects of the community in the development of its proposed
budget, including identifying community priorities pursuant to
paragraph (1) of subdivision (a).
(c) This section shall become operative in the budget year of
the local government entity that commences in the year 2014.
(d) The provisions of this section are self-executing and are
to be interpreted to apply only to those activities over which
local entities exercise authority.
Sec. 2. (a) A county, by action of the board of supervisors,
may initiate the development of a Community Strategic Action
Plan, hereinafter referred to as the Action Plan. The county
shall invite the participation of all other local government
entities within the county whose existing functions or services
are within the anticipated scope of the Action Plan. Any local
government entity within the county may petition the board of
supervisors to initiate an Action Plan, to be included in the
planning process, or to amend the Action Plan.
(b) The participating local government entities shall draft
an Action Plan through an open and transparent process that
encourages the participation of all aspects of the community,
including neighborhood leaders. The Action Plan shall include
all of the following:
(1) A statement that (A) outlines how the Action Plan will
achieve the purposes and goals set forth in paragraphs (1) to
(5), inclusive, of subdivision (a) of Section 1 of this article, (B)
describes the public services that will be delivered pursuant to
the Action Plan and the roles and responsibilities of the
participating entities, (C) explains why those services will be
delivered more effectively and efficiently pursuant to the Action
Plan, (D) provides for an allocation of resources to support the
plan, including funds that may be received from the Performance
and Accountability Trust Fund, (E) considers disparities within
communities served by the Action Plan, and (F) explains how
the Action Plan is consistent with the budgets adopted by the
participating local government entities.
(2) The outcomes desired by the participating local
government entities and how those outcomes will be measured.
(3) A method for regularly reporting outcomes to the public
and to the State.
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(c) (1) The Action Plan shall be submitted to the governing
bodies of each of the participating local government entities
within the county. To ensure a minimum level of collaboration,
the Action Plan must be approved by the county, local
government entities providing municipal services pursuant to
the Action Plan to at least a majority of the population in the
county, and one or more school districts serving at least a
majority of the public school pupils in the county.
(2) The approval of the Action Plan, or an amendment to the
Action Plan, by a local government entity, including the county,
shall require a majority vote of the membership of the governing
body of that entity. The Action Plan shall not apply to any local
government entity that does not approve the Action Plan as
provided in this paragraph.
(d) Once an Action Plan is adopted, a county may enter into
contracts that identify and assign the duties and obligations of
each of the participating entities, provided that such contracts
are necessary for implementation of the Action Plan and are
approved by a majority vote of the governing body of each local
government entity that is a party to the contract.
(e) Local government entities that have adopted an Action
Plan pursuant to this section and have satisfied the requirements
of Section 3 of this article, if applicable, may integrate state or
local funds that are allocated to them for the purpose of
providing the services identified by the Action Plan in a manner
that will advance the goals of the Action Plan.
Sec. 3. (a) If the parties to an Action Plan adopted
pursuant to Section 2 of this article conclude that a state statute
or regulation, including a statute or regulation restricting the
expenditure of funds, impedes progress toward the goals of the
Action Plan or they need additional statutory authority to
implement the Action Plan, the local government entities may
include provisions in the Action Plan that are functionally
equivalent to the objective or objectives of the applicable statute
or regulation. The provision shall include a description of the
intended state objective, of how the rule is an obstacle to better
outcomes, of the proposed community rule, and of how the
community rule will contribute to better outcomes while
advancing a prosperous economy, quality environment, and
community equity. For purposes of this section, a provision is
functionally equivalent to the objective or objectives of a statute
or regulation if it substantially complies with the policy and
purpose of the statute or regulation.
(b) The parties shall submit an Action Plan containing the
functionally equivalent provisions described in subdivision (a)
with respect to one or more state statutes to the Legislature
during a regular or special session. If, within 60 days following
its receipt of the Action Plan, the Legislature takes no concurrent
action, by resolution or otherwise, to disapprove the provisions,
the provisions shall be deemed to be operative, with the effect in
law that compliance with the provisions shall be deemed
compliance with the state statute or statutes.
(c) If the parties to an Action Plan adopted pursuant to
Section 2 of this article conclude that a regulation impedes the
goals of the Action Plan, they may follow the procedure
described in subdivision (a) of this section by submitting their
proposal to the agency or department responsible for
promulgating or administering the regulation, which shall
90
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consider the proposal within 60 days. If, within 60 days
following its receipt of the Action Plan, the agency or department
takes no action to disapprove the provisions, the provisions
shall be deemed to be operative, with the effect in law that
compliance with the provisions shall be deemed compliance
with the state regulation or regulations. Any action to
disapprove the provision shall include a statement setting forth
the reasons for doing so.
(d) This section shall apply only to statutes or regulations
that directly govern the administration of a state program that
is financed in whole or in part with state funds.
(e) Any authority granted pursuant to this section shall
automatically expire four years after the effective date, unless
renewed pursuant to this section.
Sec. 4. (a) The Performance and Accountability Trust
Fund is hereby established in the State Treasury for the purpose
of providing state resources for the implementation of integrated
service delivery contained in the Community Strategic Action
Plans prepared pursuant to this article. Notwithstanding
Section 13340 of the Government Code, money in the fund shall
be continuously appropriated solely for the purposes provided
in this article. For purposes of Section 8 of Article XVI, the
revenues transferred to the Performance and Accountability
Trust Fund pursuant to the act that added this article shall be
considered General Fund proceeds of taxes which may be
appropriated pursuant to Article XIII B.
(b) Money in the Performance and Accountability Trust
Fund shall be distributed according to statute to counties whose
Action Plans include a budget for expenditure of the funds that
satisfies Sections 1 and 2 of this article.
(c) Any funds allocated to school districts pursuant to an
Action Plan must be paid for from a revenue source other than
the Performance and Accountability Trust Fund, and may be
paid from any other source as determined by the entities
participating in the Action Plan. The allocation received by any
school district pursuant to an Action Plan shall not be
considered General Fund proceeds of taxes or allocated local
proceeds of taxes for purposes of Section 8 of Article XVI.
Sec. 5. A county that has adopted an Action Plan pursuant
to Section 2 of this article shall evaluate the effectiveness of the
Action Plan at least once every four years. The evaluation
process shall include an opportunity for public comments, and
for those comments to be included in the final report. The
evaluation shall be used by the participating entities to improve
the Action Plan and by the public to assess the performance of
its government. The evaluation shall include a review of the
extent to which the Action Plan has achieved the purposes and
goals set forth in paragraphs (1) to (5), inclusive, of subdivision
(a) of Section 1, including: improving the outcomes among the
participating entities in the delivery and effectiveness of the
applicable governmental services; progress toward reducing
community disparities; and whether the individuals or
community members receiving those services were represented
in the development and implementation of the Action Plan.
Sec. 6. (a) The State shall consider how it can help local
government entities deliver services more effectively and
efficiently through an Action Plan adopted pursuant to
Section 2. Consistent with this goal, the State or any department
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or agency thereof may enter into contracts with one or more
local government entities that are participants in an Action
Plan to perform any function that the contracting parties
determine can be more efficiently and effectively performed at
the local level. Any contract made pursuant to this section shall
conform to the Action Plan adopted pursuant to the requirements
of Section 2.
(b) The State shall consider and determine how it can
support, through financial and regulatory incentives, efforts by
local government entities and representatives of the public to
work together to address challenges and to resolve problems
that local government entities have voluntarily and
collaboratively determined are best addressed at the geographic
scale of a region in order to advance a prosperous economy,
quality environment, and community equity. The State shall
promote the vitality and global competitiveness of regional
economies and foster greater collaboration among local
governments within regions by providing priority consideration
for state-administered funds for infrastructure and human
services, as applicable, to those participating local government
entities that have voluntarily developed a regional collaborative
plan and are making progress toward the purposes and goals of
their plan, which shall incorporate the goals and purposes set
forth in paragraphs (1) to (5), inclusive, of subdivision (a) of
Section 1.
Sec. 7. Nothing in this article is intended to abrogate or
supersede any existing authority enjoyed by local government
entities, nor to discourage or prohibit local government entities
from developing and participating in regional programs and
plans designed to improve the delivery and efficiency of
government services.
Sec. 8. For purposes of this article, the term “local
government entity’’ shall mean a county, city, city and county,
and any other local government entity, including school
districts, county offices of education, and community college
districts.
SEC. 8. Section 29 of Article XIII of the California
Constitution is amended to read:
Sec. 29. (a) The Legislature may authorize counties, cities
and counties, and cities to enter into contracts to apportion
between them the revenue derived from any sales or use tax
imposed by them that is collected for them by the State. Before
the contract becomes operative, it shall be authorized by a
majority of those voting on the question in each jurisdiction at a
general or direct primary election.
(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), on and after the
operative date of this subdivision, counties, cities and counties,
and cities, may enter into contracts to apportion between them
the revenue derived from any sales or use tax imposed by them
pursuant to the Bradley-Burns Uniform Local Sales and Use
Tax Law, or any successor provisions, that is collected for them
by the State, if the ordinance or resolution proposing each
contract is approved by a two-thirds vote of the governing body
of each jurisdiction that is a party to the contract.
(c) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), counties, cities and
counties, cities, and any other local government entities,
including school districts and community college districts, that
are parties to a Community Strategic Action Plan adopted
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pursuant to Article XI A may enter into contracts to apportion
between and among them the revenue they receive from ad
valorem property taxes allocated to them, if the ordinance or
resolution proposing each contract is approved by a two-thirds
vote of the governing body of each jurisdiction that is a party to
the contract. Contracts entered into pursuant to this section
shall be consistent with each participating entity’s budget
adopted in accordance with Section 1 of Article XI A.
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SEC. 9. Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 55750) is
added to Part 2 of Division 2 of Title 5 of the Government Code,
to read:
Chapter 6.

Community Strategic Action Plans

55750. (a) Notwithstanding Section 7101 of the Revenue
and Taxation Code or any other provision of law, beginning in
the 2013–14 fiscal year, the amount of revenues, net of refunds,
collected pursuant to Section 6051 of the Revenue and Taxation
Code and attributable to a rate of 0.035 percent shall be
deposited in the State Treasury to the credit of the Performance
and Accountability Trust Fund, as established pursuant to
Section 4 of Article XI A of the California Constitution, and
shall be used exclusively for the purposes for which that fund is
created.
(b) To the extent that the Legislature reduces the sales tax
base and that reduction results in less revenue to the
Performance and Accountability Trust Fund than the fund
received in the 2013–14 fiscal year, the Controller shall transfer
from the General Fund to the Performance and Accountability
Trust Fund an amount that when added to the revenues received
by the Performance and Accountability Trust Fund in that fiscal
year equals the amount of revenue received by the fund in the
2013–14 fiscal year.
55751. (a) Notwithstanding Section 7101 of the Revenue
and Taxation Code or any other provision of law, beginning in
the 2013–14 fiscal year, the amount of revenues, net of refunds,
collected pursuant to Section 6201 of the Revenue and Taxation
Code and attributable to a rate of 0.035 percent shall be
deposited in the State Treasury to the credit of the Performance
and Accountability Trust Fund, as established pursuant to
Section 4 of Article XI A of the California Constitution, and
shall be used exclusively for the purposes for which that fund is
created.
(b) To the extent that the Legislature reduces the use tax
base and that reduction results in less revenue to the
Performance and Accountability Trust Fund than the fund
received in the 2013–14 fiscal year, the Controller shall transfer
from the General Fund to the Performance and Accountability
Trust Fund an amount that when added to the revenues received
by the Performance and Accountability Trust Fund in that fiscal
year equals the amount of revenue received by the fund in the
2013–14 fiscal year.
55752. (a) In the 2014–15 fiscal year and every subsequent
fiscal year, the Controller shall distribute funds in the
Performance and Accountability Trust Fund established
pursuant to Section 4 of Article XI A of the California
Constitution to each county that has adopted a Community
Strategic Action Plan that is in effect on or before June 30 of the
preceding fiscal year, and that has submitted its Action Plan to
Text of Proposed Laws
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the Controller for the purpose of requesting funding under this
section. The distribution shall be made in the first quarter of the
fiscal year. Of the total amount available for distribution from
the Performance and Accountability Trust Fund in a fiscal year,
the Controller shall apportion to each county Performance and
Accountability Trust Fund, which is hereby established, to
assist in funding its Action Plan, a percentage equal to the
percentage computed for that county under subdivision (c).
(b) As used in this section, the population served by a
Community Strategic Action Plan is the population of the
geographic area that is the sum of the population of all of the
participating local government entities, provided that a resident
served by one or more local government entities shall be
counted only once. The Action Plan shall include a calculation
of the population of the geographic area served by the Action
Plan, according to the most recent Department of Finance
demographic data.
(c) The Controller shall determine the population served by
each county’s Action Plan as a percentage of the total population
computed for all of the Action Plans that are eligible for funding
pursuant to subdivision (a).
(d) The funds provided pursuant to Section 4 of Article XI A
of the California Constitution and this chapter represent in part
ongoing savings that accrue to the state that are attributable to
the 2011 realignment and to the measure that added this section.
Four years following the first allocation of funds pursuant to
this section, the Legislative Analyst’s Office shall assess the
fiscal impact of the Action Plans and the extent to which the
plans have improved the efficiency and effectiveness of service
delivery or reduced the demand for state-funded services.
SEC. 10.
read:

36

42246. Funds contributed or received by a school district
pursuant to its participation in a Community Strategic Action
Plan authorized by Article XI A of the California Constitution
shall not be considered in calculating the state’s portion of the
district’s revenue limit under Section 42238 or any successor
statute.
SEC. 11.

37 read:

38

39
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Section 42246 is added to the Education Code, to

Section 9145 is added to the Government Code, to

9145. For the purposes of Sections 9.5 and 12 of Article IV
of the California Constitution, the following definitions shall
apply:
(a) “Expand the scope of an existing state program or
agency” does not include any of the following:
(1) Restoring funding to an agency or program that was
reduced or eliminated in any fiscal year subsequent to the
2008–09 fiscal year to balance the budget or address a
forecasted deficit.
(2) Increases in state funding for a program or agency to
fund its existing statutory responsibilities, including increases
in the cost of living or workload, and any increase authorized
by a memorandum of understanding approved by the
Legislature.
(3) Growth in state funding for a program or agency as
required by federal law or a law that is in effect as of the
effective date of the measure adding this section.
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(4) Funding to cover one-time expenditures for a state
program or agency, as so identified in the statute that
appropriates the funding.
(5) Funding for a requirement described in paragraph (5) of
subdivision (b) of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California
Constitution.
(b) “State costs” do not include costs incurred for the
payment of principal or interest on a state general obligation
bond.
(c) “Additional revenue” includes, but is not limited to,
revenue to the state that results from specific changes made by
federal or state law and that the state agency responsible for
collecting the revenue has quantified and determined to be a
sustained increase.
SEC. 12.
to read:

Section 11802 is added to the Government Code,

11802. No later than June 30, 2013, the Governor shall,
after consultation with state employees and other interested
parties, submit to the Legislature a plan to implement the
performance-based budgeting provisions of Section 12 of
Article IV of the California Constitution. The plan shall be fully
implemented in the 2015–16 fiscal year and in each subsequent
fiscal year.
SEC. 13. Section 13308.03 is added to the Government
Code, to read:
13308.03. In addition to the requirements set forth in
Section 13308, the Director of Finance shall:
(a) By May 15 of each year, submit to the Legislature and
make available to the public updated projections of state
revenue and state expenditures for the budget year and the
succeeding fiscal year either as proposed in the budget bill
pending in one or both houses of the Legislature or as
appropriated in the enacted budget bill, as applicable.
(b) Immediately prior to passage of the biennial budget, or
any supplemental budget, by the Legislature, submit to the
Legislature a statement of total revenues and total expenditures
for the budget year and the succeeding fiscal year, which shall
be incorporated into the budget bill.
(c) By November 30 of each year, submit a fiscal update
containing actual year-to-date revenues and expenditures for
the current year compared to the revenues and expenditures set
forth in the adopted budget to the Legislature. This requirement
may be satisfied by the publication of the Fiscal Outlook Report
by the Legislative Analyst’s Office.
SEC. 14.

Amendment

The statutory provisions of this measure may be amended
solely to further the purposes of this measure by a bill approved
by a two-thirds vote of the Members of each house of the
Legislature and signed by the Governor.
SEC. 15.

Severability

If any of the provisions of this measure or the applicability of
any provision of this measure to any person or circumstances
shall be found to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, that
finding shall not affect the remaining provisions or applications
of this measure to other persons or circumstances, and to that
extent the provisions of this measure are deemed to be severable.
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SEC. 16.

Effective Date

Sections 4, 5, and 6 of this Act shall become operative on the
first Monday of December in 2014. Unless otherwise specified
in the Act, the other sections of the act shall become operative
the day after the election at which the act is adopted.
SEC. 17.

Legislative Counsel

(a) The people find and declare that the amendments
proposed by this measure to Section 12 of Article IV of the
California Constitution are consistent with the amendments to
Section 12 of Article IV of the California Constitution proposed
by Assembly Constitutional Amendment No. 4 of the 2009–10
Regular Session (Res. Ch. 174, Stats. 2010) (hereafter ACA 4),
which will appear on the statewide general election ballot of
November 4, 2014.
(b) For purposes of the Legislative Counsel’s preparation
and proofreading of the text of ACA 4 pursuant to Sections
9086 and 9091 of the Elections Code, and Sections 88002 and
88005.5 of the Government Code, the existing provisions of
Section 12 of Article IV of the California Constitution shall be
deemed to be the provisions of that section as amended by this
measure. The Legislative Counsel shall prepare and proofread
the text of ACA 4, accordingly, to distinguish the changes
proposed by ACA 4 to Section 12 of Article IV of the California
Constitution from the provisions of Section 12 of Article IV of
the California Constitution as amended by this measure. The
Secretary of State shall place the complete text of ACA 4, as
prepared and proofread by the Legislative Counsel pursuant to
this section, in the ballot pamphlet for the statewide general
election ballot of November 4, 2014.

PROPOSITION 32
This initiative measure is submitted to the people in
accordance with the provisions of Section 8 of Article II of the
California Constitution.
This initiative measure adds sections to the Government
Code; therefore, new provisions proposed to be added are
printed in italic type to indicate that they are new.
PROPOSED LAW
SECTION 1.

Title, Findings, and Declaration of Purpose

A. Special interests have too much power over government.
Every year, corporations and unions contribute millions of
dollars to politicians, and the public interest is buried beneath
the mountain of special-interest spending.
B. Yet, for many years, California’s government has failed its
people. Our state is billions of dollars in debt and many local
governments are on the verge of bankruptcy. Too often
politicians ignore the public’s need in favor of the narrow
special interests of corporations, labor unions, and government
contractors who make contributions to their campaigns.
C. These contributions yield special tax breaks and public
contracts for big business, costly government programs that
enrich private labor unions, and unsustainable pensions,
benefits, and salaries for public employee union members, all at
the expense of California taxpayers.
D. Even contribution limits in some jurisdictions have not
slowed the flow of corporate and union political money into the
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political process. So much of the money overwhelming
California’s politics starts as automatic deductions from
workers’ paychecks. Corporate employers and unions often
pressure, sometimes subtly and sometimes overtly, workers to
give up a portion of their paycheck to support the political
objectives of the corporation or union. Their purpose is to
amass millions of dollars to gain influence with our elected
leaders without any regard for the political views of the
employees who provide the money.
E. For these reasons, and in order to curb actual corruption
and the appearance of corruption of our government by
corporate and labor union contributions, the people of the State
of California hereby enact the Stop Special Interest Money Now
Act in order to:
1. Ban both corporate and labor union contributions to
candidates;
2. Prohibit government contractors from contributing money
to government officials who award them contracts;
3. Prohibit corporations and labor unions from collecting
political funds from employees and union members using the
inherently coercive means of payroll deduction; and
4. Make all employee political contributions by any other
means strictly voluntary.
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SEC. 2. The Stop Special Interest Money Now Act
Article 1.5 (commencing with Section 85150) is added to
Chapter 5 of Title 9 of the Government Code, to read:
Article 1.5. The Stop Special Interest Money Now Act
85150. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and
this title, no corporation, labor union, or public employee labor
union shall make a contribution to any candidate, candidate
controlled committee; or to any other committee, including a
political party committee, if such funds will be used to make
contributions to any candidate or candidate controlled
committee.
(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and this title,
no government contractor, or committee sponsored by a
government contractor, shall make a contribution to any elected
officer or committee controlled by any elected officer if such
elected officer makes, participates in making, or in any way
attempts to use his or her official position to influence the
granting, letting, or awarding of a public contract to the
government contractor during the period in which the decision
to grant, let, or award the contract is to be made and during the
term of the contract.
85151. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and
this title, no corporation, labor union, public employee labor
union, government contractor, or government employer shall
deduct from an employee’s wages, earnings, or compensation
any amount of money to be used for political purposes.
(b) This section shall not prohibit an employee from making
voluntary contributions to a sponsored committee of his or her
employer, labor union, or public employee labor union in any
manner, other than that which is prohibited by subdivision (a),
so long as all such contributions are given with that employee’s
written consent, which consent shall be effective for no more
than one year.
(c) This section shall not apply to deductions for retirement
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